
The Season of Advent Begins
The 1st Sunday of Advent occurs this Sunday, 

December 2nd and will conclude on Christmas Eve.
“Advent is a period of spiritual preparation in 

which many Christians make themselves ready for the 
coming, or birth, of the Lord, Jesus Christ. During this 
time, Christians observe a season of prayer, fasting and 
repentance, followed by anticipation, hope and joy.
Many Christians celebrate advent not only by thanking 
God for Christ's first coming to Earth as a baby, but 
also for his presence among us today through the Holy 
Spirit, and in preparation and anticipation of his final 
coming at the end of time.”

To highlight this season, the Student Council 
will lead the school community by celebrating the Jesse 
Tree. Daily readings will be shared at Morning 
Assembly and symbolic ornaments will be placed upon 
our school Christmas Tree displayed in the Library.

“The Jesse Tree is named from Isaiah 11:1: "A 
shoot will spring forth from the stump of Jesse, and a 
branch out of his roots." It is a vehicle to tell the Story 
of God in the Old Testament, and to connect the Advent 
Season with the faithfulness of God across 4,000 years 
of history.” For more information on the Season of 
Advent and the Jesse Tree, please go to my sources:

• http://christianity.about.com/od/christmas/tp/alla
boutadvent.htm

• http://www.cresourcei.org/jesse.html

Thank You...Thank You...
I want to thank the entire school community for 

putting forth a wonderful effort in support of our annual 
Thanksgiving Food Drive. This effort was entirely 
managed by our students and was a joint effort of the 
Student Council and the Jr. High Service Club. I would 
particularly like to thank our Student Body President 
and Vice President, Jennica Sandoval and Jasmine De 
Castro, respectively, as well as our three Co-Captians of 
the Jr. High Service Club, Jennifer Ngu, Chloe Woo, 
and Elsie Woo. All five of these students collaborated to 
promote and organize the food drive. Of course, they 
had some great help from the Jr. High Service Club!

I would also also give thanks to the Jayme, 
Kessler, and McCarthy families for coordinating the 
transportation and delivery of all the food donations 
following the Thanksgiving Morning 9:00 a.m. Mass.

Community Bulletin Board...
A Message from our Parent Club President

Re: Events Committee Chair
“Due to work commitments and time 

constraints, Lois Jermyn has resigned as chairperson of 
this committee. We all know how difficult it is 
balancing work, outside interests, and your kid’s school 
schedule on a daily basis. Thank you to Lois and her 
family for her hours of work chairing this important 
committee over the last few years.  
            If you are interested in taking an active part in 
the Parents’ Club direction and planning, or perhaps 
volunteering as Events Committee Chairperson, please 
call any one of the Parents’ Club officers, or me, 
Stephen Chan at 415-386-5712, or e-mail at 
schan62@comcast.net. We will also be discussing our 
options at the next Parents’ Club meeting on Dec. 
13th. We’d like to hear your input! Thank You.”

SantaÕs Secret Shop: ÒLast Call for Parent ElvesÓ
Just a friendly reminder that our Santa’s Secret 

Shop will be open to the students from Monday, 
December 3rd through Wednesday, December 5th. A 
community preview opportunity will also be offered 
following the 10:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday, Dec. 2nd. 
Get a jump start on your Christmas shopping for all of 
the members of your family: Mom, Dad, Brothers, 
Sisters, Grandpa, Grandma, Aunts and Uncles. Also, 
don’t forget your special friends or favorite teacher.

Santa’s Secret Shop is a nice way to help our 
kids enjoy shopping for Christmas. Come and join the 
fun. It’s not too late to volunteer and receive parent 
service hours for your time. If you would like to 
volunteer, please contact Rosa Chan via email at 
rosaichan@comcast.net or by phone at 415-956-8257.

Upcoming Events...
1. Dec. 2nd: Our Student Choir sings at the 10:30 

a.m. Mass in St. Monica Church this Sunday. 
Following Mass, refreshments are offered at the 
Friendship Sunday event in the School Library 
and Santa’s Secret Shop opens to the public in 
the Small Hall until 1:00 p.m. Come one and all!

2. Dec. 3rd - 5th: Santa’s Secret Shop opens to the 
Students of St. Monica, 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

3. Dec. 6th: School Finance Committee meeting.
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