
The Symbolic Advent Wreath
As the Season of Advent has just begun this 

past Sunday, many may wonder why we have now lit 
the first of four candles on our Advent Wreathes. The 
Advent Wreath, with its four candles - three purple and 
one pink - one of the ways in which we reflect upon the 
four weeks that we have to wait until Christmas.

“The Advent Wreath, a venerable European 
tradition, can be a way to involve even very little children 
in learning about Christian preparation - not only for 
celebrating Our Lord's birth, but to make our hearts 
truly ready to receive Him.

The wreath's symbolism of the advent (coming) 
of Light into the world is important. The gradual 
lighting of the four candles, one on each Sunday of the 
Advent season, combined with the liturgical colors of 
the candles (purple is the penitential color used during 
Advent and Lent; rose is a liturgical color used only on 
Gaudete Sunday in Advent and Laetare Sunday in Lent 
to express hope) all help to symbolize not only our 
expectation and hope in Our Savior's first coming into 
the world, but also in his Second Coming as Judge at 
the end of the world.

The wreath itself is also symbolic. The circle of 
evergreen in which the candles are placed represents 
everlasting life. The seed pods, nuts and cones used to 
decorate the wreath are symbolic of resurrection, and 
fruits represent the nourishing fruitfulness of the 
Christian life.”

Please go to my source for more info:
www.catholic.org/clife/advent/index.php?id=21

Community Bulletin Board...
Fire DepartmentÕs Annual Christmas Toy Drive

Our barrel is here in the hall - provided by the 
San Francisco Fire Department. I encourage you to give 
a toy that will be donated to a needy child at Christmas 
time. Please see the enclosed flier for complete details, 
but the general rules for acceptance are the following:

• New and unwrapped toys
• Toys for older children are appreciated
• No stuffed animals, please

The fire department does count on all that we, 
along with many organizations throughout San 
Francisco, are able to provided for the children of the 
larger community. I certainly appreciate the warm and 

generous spirit that is present here at St. Monica 
School. My thanks, in advance, to all who are able to 
participate in this toy drive this Christmas season.

Birth Announcement
Born to Mr. and Mrs. Welch, parents of Patrick 

in 2nd grade and Emma in Kindergarten, is Lucie Grace 
Welch. She arrived on November 29th 2007 at 8:33 
a.m., weighing 7 lbs. 15 oz. and at length of 20 inches.

Thank You...Thank You...
Santa’s Secret Shop has been a great success 

this year. It has been open four days in a row - Sunday, 
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. My thanks to Rosa 
Chan for chairing and organizing this annual event. I 
would also like to thank all of her “helper elves” who 
were able to give their time by volunteering in the shop 
to serve the kids, Joan Audibert, Cynthia Cawthon,  
JoMay Chan, Karen Lee, Margaret Loo, Yuki Mui 
(mom of a class of 2007 graduate!), Gloria To, Deb 
Taylor, and Nancy Whitney (and new baby!). The 
students enjoy the shop immensely - Merry Christmas!

Student Life Highlights...
All of the members of the Student Council are 

taking turns reading Bible passages and introducing 
daily symbols at Morning Assembly for our school’s 
Jesse Tree. So far, the following symbols have been 
added to our tree: “the world,” “the apple & the 
snake,” “the ark & the rainbow,” “the tent & the 
camel,” “the crib,” and “the ram.” All are welcome to 
stop in and visit our Jesse Tree in the School Library. 
My thanks to our Student Body President, Jennica 
Sandoval, for scheduling all of the student readers.

Upcoming Events...
1. Dec. 6th: Quarterly School Finance Committee 

meeting, 7:00 p.m. in the School Library.
2. Dec. 12th: Student Mass celebrating the Feast 

of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 11:00 a.m. in St. 
Monica Church. Presented by the 2nd grade.

3. Dec. 13th: Parent Club Meeting, 7:00 p.m. in 
the School Science Room. All are welcome!

4. Dec. 18th: Annual School Christmas Program, 
7:00 p.m. in St. Monica Church. Refreshments 
and social to follow the show in the Small Hall.
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