
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Today is the feast day of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe, for it is JesusÕ mother who offers us both 
deeper faith and a spirit of understanding as we journey 
deeper into the Season of Advent. This feast day is also 
important to many of us because Our Lady of 
Guadalupe has become the Patron Saint of the Americas 
and is credited with bringing the understanding of the 
Catholic faith to Latin America. ÒMary appeared to 
Juan Diego not as a European madonna but as a 
beautiful Aztec princess speaking to him in his own 
Aztec language. If we want to help someone appreciate 
the gospel we bring, we must appreciate the culture and 
the mentality in which they live their lives. By 
understanding them, we can help them to understand 
and know Christ.Ó For all of us, this is our advent 
journey. You are welcome to explore my source:

www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=456

Community Bulletin Board...
Progress Reports For All Students

As we are at the mid point of the academic 2nd 
Quarter, Progress Reports will be issued this week. The 
reports for the students of Kinder through 3rd grade 
will go home today, while the reports for the 
departmentalized classes of 4th/5th through 8th grades 
will be issued this Friday. We still have a week until 
Christmas break and then will have over two weeks in 
January until the 2nd Quarter ends on January 18th.

Fire Department’s Annual Christmas Toy Drive
Our barrel is here in the hall - provided by the 

San Francisco Fire Department. I encourage you to give 
a toy that will be donated to a needy child at Christmas 
time. Please see the enclosed flier for complete details, 
but the general rules for acceptance are the following:

¥New and unwrapped toys
¥Toys for older children are appreciated
¥No stuffed animals, please

Janet Pomeroy Center Fundraising Support
As a school, we will be sponsoring a $1.00 Free 

Dress on Thursday, Dec. 20th to raise money for the 
The Janet Pomeroy Center (formerly the Recreation 
Center for the Handicapped). The Center serves over 
600 youth and adults with disabilities weekly and is the 

only like facility in San Francisco. We are making the 
donation to support their winter fundraising drive. The 
theme of our Free Dress will be the ÒChristmas 
colorsÓ of green, red, and white. The proceeds will then 
be our Christmas gift to the Janet Pomeroy Center.

Walk For Life West Coast
We have been invited by Archbishop George H. 

Niederauer to participate in this yearÕs Walk for Life on 
January 19th. The day will begin with Mass at St. 
MaryÕs Cathedral at 8:00 a.m. and then the walk starts 
at Justin Herman Plaza at 11:00 a.m., proceeding along 
the Embarcadero to the Marina Green. See the enclosed 
flier for details. Additional info can be found at the 
Walk for Life website: www.WalkforLifeWC.com. 
 
Sharing the Good News of the School...

In the December edition of the ÒRichmond 
Review,Ó our local monthly newspaper, our very own 
Mrs. Bamsey is pictured participating in the award 
ceremony for the Clement Street Merchants 
AssociationÕs Annual ChildrenÕs Poster Contest. This 
yearÕs theme was Òfall, harvest, or HalloweenÓ and 
many of our students participated in the grade levels of 
K - 6. The full story, including a super picture of Mrs. 
Bamsey, is on page 15 of ÒThe Richmond ReView.Ó

Mrs. Bamsey had earlier noted to me privately 
that the organizers of the festival were very impressed 
with the quality of the Art projects that were submitted 
by the students of St. Monica School. Bravo artists!

Upcoming Events...
1. Dec. 13th: Parent Club Meeting, 7:00 p.m. in 

the School Science Room. All are welcome!
2. Dec. 16th: Our Student Choir sings at the 10:30 

a.m. Mass in St. Monica Church this Sunday. 
Following Mass, refreshments are offered at the 
Friendship Sunday event in the School Library.

3. Dec. 18th: Annual School Christmas Program, 
7:00 p.m. in St. Monica Church. Refreshments 
and social to follow the show in the Small Hall. 
See the enclosed invitation flier for more details.

4. Dec. 20th: Drama Club Christmas Production 
for our Student Body -12:30 p.m. dismissal for 
all students to begin Christmas vacation.

5. Jan. 3rd: Back to school - classes resume.
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Go Bulldogs!


