
Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh
When the three kings, Melchior, Balthasar and 

Caspar, found Jesus in the stable, they each presented to 
him a gift. This action of respectfully giving gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh (frankincense and myrrh are 
both incense and were valued equal to gold) launched 
the tradition of giving gifts to celebrate Christmas.

Reflecting upon the Magi visiting the infant 
Jesus and the symbolic gifts that they gave to him, helps 
us to put into perspective why we continue this tradition 
of gift giving today - we are celebrating and hoping for 
peace on earth. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Thank You...Thank You...
In the words of our Parent Club Hospitality 

Chairperson, Mercedes Yazdani, “It was really a great 
team effort last night!” Of course, she is referring to the 
post Christmas Program social event in the Small Hall. 
My thanks to her for putting together such a classy 
event where families could mingle and enjoy food and 
drink. I would also like to thank her team members for 
their individual efforts: Joy Arenas, Jomay Chan, Grace 
Deng, Lisa Driskill, Eva Elliot, Claire Guerrero, Yiyang 
Lei, Ming Liao, Zhuolan Liao, Lois Jermyn, Jayne Ortiz, 
Maria Tan, Jessie Wong, and Kazem Yazdani.

Community Bulletin Board...
Fire Department’s Annual Christmas Toy Drive

Our barrel is here in the hall - provided by the 
San Francisco Fire Department. I encourage you to give 
a toy that will be donated to a needy child at Christmas 
time. Please see the enclosed flier for complete details, 
but the general rules for acceptance are the following:

• New and unwrapped toys
• Toys for older children are appreciated
• No stuffed animals, please

Janet Pomeroy Center Fundraising Support
As a school, we will be sponsoring a $1.00 Free 

Dress on Thursday, Dec. 20th to raise money for the 
The Janet Pomeroy Center (formerly the Recreation 
Center for the Handicapped). The Center serves over 
600 youth and adults with disabilities weekly and is the 
only like facility in San Francisco. We are making the 
donation to support their winter fundraising drive. The 

theme of our Free Dress will be the “Christmas 
colors” of green, red, and white. The proceeds will then 
be our Christmas gift to the Janet Pomeroy Center.

Walk For Life West Coast
We have been invited by Archbishop George H. 

Niederauer to participate in this year’s Walk for Life on 
January 19th. The day will begin with Mass at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral at 8:00 a.m. and then the walk starts 
at Justin Herman Plaza at 11:00 a.m., proceeding along 
the Embarcadero to the Marina Green. See the enclosed 
flier for details. Additional info can be found at the 
Walk for Life website: www.WalkforLifeWC.com. 
 
Student Life Highlights...Jesse Tree (Cont.)

Tomorrow, we will conclude our program of 
introducing new symbols to be placed upon our Jesse 
Tree. My congratulations to all of the members of the 
Student Council who have taken turns reading Bible 
passages and introducing the daily symbols at Morning 
Assembly. The complete set of symbols placed upon 
the tree will thus be: “the world,” “the apple & the 
snake,” “the ark & the rainbow,” “the tent & the 
camel,” “the crib,” “the ram.” “the ladder,” “the 
coat,” “the tablet,” “Naomi,” “the rope” “the 
horn,””the crown,” “the sun rising,” “the fire of 
sacrifice,” the wolf & the lamb,” “the whale,” 
“Bethlehem,” “the royal staff,” “the tower,” 
“Zechariah & Elizabeth,” the shell,” “the heart,” 
“tools,” “shoes,” and “the star.”

All are welcome to stop in and visit our Jesse 
Tree in the School Library. In following with Christmas 
tree tradition, we will leave our Jesse Tree up through 
the feast of the Epiphany on January 6th.

Upcoming Events...
1. Dec. 20th: Drama Club Christmas Production 

for our Student Body - 9:00 a.m. in the gym.
2. Dec. 20th: Advent Prayer Service in St. Monica 

Church. Dismissal for all students will be at 
12:30 p.m. to begin Christmas vacation.

3. Dec. 24th: 5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Vigil 
“Children’s Mass,” featuring the Gospel story 
presented in narration and action.

4. Jan. 3rd: Back to school - classes resume.
5. Jan. 11th: Pizza/Bingo Night, 6:00 p.m.
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