
Catholic Schools Light the Way
As we celebrate Catholic Schools Week, the 

faculty and I have decided to use this opportunity to 
promote our Schoolwide Learning Expectations to all of 
our students. I remind all that St. Monica Students are:

I. Spiritually Centered People
II. Academically Empowered Learners

III. Effective Communicators
IV. Globally Conscious Citizens
V. Well-Rounded Individuals

Student Life Highlights...
Members of our Student Council are presenting 

their messages to the Student Body at Morning 
Assembly this week to highlight the importance of our 
Schoolwide Learning Expectations. I am pleased to 
present the exact speeches given. (part 1 in a series of 2)

Spiritually Centered People
Presented by Jennica Sandoval, Student Body President

“What does Catholic Schools Week mean to us 
students? First, it means a time to reflect on what makes 
us unique. We are a community of spiritually centered 
people drawn together by Christ’s teaching to love one 
another.

Secondly, as in the parable of the talents, we are 
all called to develop our special gifts. We are committed 
to a level of high achievement as we go forth as global 
citizens to do good (as Mr. Sweeters likes to say) and 
live the gospel.”

Academically Empowered Learners
Presented by Jasmine DeCastro, Student Body Vice 
President

“Imagine a world where ignorance reigns - 
where the people have no knowledge of the past, a dim 
understanding of the present, and no vision of the 
future. Knowledge changed all that. It is the light that 
can illuminate not only the past and present, but show a 
way to the future. But knowledge comes at a price, and 
the price is effort, hard word, and an optimism that 
everyone can learn.”

Effective Communicators
Presented by Eden Bekele, Student Council 

Commissioner of Christian Life
“In the story of Genesis, there comes a moment 

when God brings all of His creatures to Adam and gives 
them a name. In that moment, there is no better 
illustration of our ability to use language to describe the 
world around us. It is through this gift, that we have 
built complex social relationships, that we have both 
received and passed on knowledge, and that we have 
been able to express our strongest emotions through he 
gentlest whispers. We are effective communicators.”

Window to the Auction Dinner, March 8th...
Today, I have essentially the same message as 

last week: I ask that every family find a way to get 
involved with the preparations for the Auction Dinner 
on March 8th. As there are many ways to become 
involved, I ask that we all find something to do - each in 
our own way - set up help, clean up help, donation of 
items for the event, donation of supplies for the art 
projects, and/or organizing silent auction items.
If you are not familiar with our auction Dinner, there are 
four events in one night! 1. Dinner, 2. Raffle, 3. Silent 
Auction, and 4. Live auction of student art projects. 
Contact our Parent Club Fundraising Chairperson, 
Paige Scott, to find out how you can help. Phone: 415-
378-7311 or email: pscottvsc@hotmail.com

Upcoming Events...
1. Jan. 31st: 1st Reconciliation/1st Communion 

mandatory meeting for parents of sacrament 
recipients, 7:00 p.m. in the School Library.

2. Feb. 2nd: Testing for incoming kindergarten 
students, by appointment, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

3. Feb. 2nd: Chinese New Year dinner and 
celebration, 6:00 p.m. in the Church Hall.

4. Feb. 4th: 12:30 dismissal for all students. 
Faculty Preparation meeting for the 
WCEA/WASC accreditation visit in March.

5. Feb. 6th: Ash Wednesday Student Mass, 
presented by the 3rd grade, 11:00 a.m. in St. 
Monica Church.

6. Feb. 10th: Our Student Choir sings at the 10:30 
a.m. Mass in St. Monica Church. Following 
Mass, refreshments are offered at the Friendship 
Sunday event in the School Library.

7. Feb. 11th: Parent Club meeting, 7:00 p.m.
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Go Bulldogs!


